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Briefing on Local Government Arts Cuts

What is happening?

· Nationally the Government’s Comprehensive Spending Review has proposed cuts of 15% across four years to front line arts organisations.  The BBC will now have to fund the World Service and S4C, despite a 6 year freeze of the licence fee. The UK Film Council has been abolished.
· There are also fears that support for the arts and culture could be cut further in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. In Northern Ireland Arts Council NI is due to lose £4.2m over the next 4 years and in Wales Arts Council funding has been withdrawn from hundreds of organisations.
· Regional theatres, arts organisations and community projects across the UK’s nations and regions are also very concerned that they will lose support from local councils, which are facing cuts of 7.1% each year for the next four years due to the CSR.

· Local authorities have flexibility over discretionary budgets and so the impact on arts and cultural expenditure will vary from council to council. 
· If protection is afforded to areas such as education and health when local authorities come to implement budget cuts, this could mean that local arts and culture budgets will face more severe reductions.
· Local authorities are proposing dramatic reductions to their arts budgets and many have already announced cuts including Somerset, West Sussex, London Councils, Manchester, Croydon, Moray, Newcastle, North Yorkshire, Birmingham, Hull, Darlington and Cumbria.
Why is local authority support for the arts and culture important?
Local Arts/Culture budgets are small but effective
· The arts budget is usually a comparatively small amount of local government expenditure yet the benefits it brings to people’s lives are immense. Investment in cultural activities can drive regeneration, community cohesion, tourism revenues and employment. 
· NALGAO (the body representing local government arts officers) estimates that for every £1 being spent on arts services; a return of £1.67 is realised in additional funding from other organisations and services.

Local authority funding is a lifeline for organisations & performers
· Only 15% of theatres and venues in the UK receive some form of subsidy from the Arts Councils/Creative Scotland. Most venues, including the 15% who receive subsidy, rely on financial support from one or several local authorities.  
· Any significant cuts to public funding for the arts inevitably places the sustainability of many organisations at risk. This will impact on the employment, training and development opportunities available to actors, performers and creative professionals working not just in theatres but also those working at local authority sponsored events, festivals and in venues providing entertainment for the elderly. The cuts also threaten companies working with young people and community groups. 
· Ill considered cuts may also disadvantage certain groups within society – it is important that local authorities, as public bodies, conduct proper impact assessments before making cuts, as required by the provisions of the Equality Act.
Local support for culture and the arts helps economic growth

· The National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts has calculated that with Government support, a 9% annual growth rate can be achieved by 2013 by the creative sector. This would create 185,000 new jobs.  Local Authority financial support is a vital component in the mixed model of Government funding for the arts.

· Public investment in culture at local level helps to support sustainable careers for performers and creative workers. This investment in talent makes our broadcasting content first in the world export market and gives us our envied international strength across the creative industries. 

Local arts and culture are popular services

· UK arts and culture is something to be proud of: polling shows that 79% of the population agree that the arts should receive public funding. 
· Local authority support is essential in ensuring that high quality work for a diverse range of audiences can continue to be produced. It enables more theatres to do work with schools, colleges and in local communities.  
· Cultural activity can empower children and young people, providing them with life skills, confidence and creativity, as well as opportunities to enjoy themselves and achieve recognition they may not otherwise receive.
